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Mrs. Johnston
     September 26, 2014      
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 Reminders: 
· Oct. 17 No School  C.O.T.A. Day
· Oct. 22-23 Student Led Conferences
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This week we reviewed the different properties of operations: associative, commutative and the distributive and are learning to use them to help with mental math and in problem solving situations.  We reviewed how to use the distributive property to solve different multiplication expressions by “breaking up” one of the factors and making it 2 addends.  

30 x 56 = 30 x (50 + 6)  
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This week we discussed how energy flows in an ecosystem through food chains and food webs.  We compared and contracted the two and students should be able to explain their differences and similarities.  They have a Venn diagram in their binder that could be used at home to share their knowledge.  Additionally, it is important that students understand that the arrows in food chains and webs show the direction of the energy flow.  Lastly, our study led us to discover some new vocabulary: primary consumers, secondary consumers, tertiary consumers, predator and prey.
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Language Arts
 This week, students have been learning the importance of selecting a new text by previewing the cover, reading the synopsis and the first page.  We have been questioning, predicting and thinking about the text prior to reading to help find the answers to “Big Questions” about the text.   The kids have been jotting their thoughts, questions and predictions about the texts.  We are learning to confirm our thoughts and answer the questions with evidence from the text.  Ask your child about “Sailboat Thinking” or Submarine Thinking”.  The goal is for the kids to begin to think deeply about the text they are reading.  I hope you have been hearing about the story, “Balloons over Broadway”.  This is a true story about an inventor.   Ask your child to fill you in on the details!  
Social Studies
     We continue to focus on the five regions of the United States.  The test for the Middle West Region States will be on Tuesday.  Next week we will finish up with these regions.  A cumulative test of all 50 states will be given after all 5 quizzes.  

Stay tuned for the date!

Scholastic Books

   The deadline for ordering books from Scholastic.com is  Sept. 28 @ 8 a.m.  I am unable to accept checks or money.  If you would like to order, please go to Scholastic.com and set up an account.   Our classroom code is: 187PM.
Walk-A-Thon

Thank you for all of your monetary donations and gift of time to support our school.  We appreciate it! 
